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The  job  of  feeding  the  family  is  always  easier  if  you  can  get  an  idea  ahead 
of  time  how  prices  and  supplies  of  food  are  going  to  be.    Take  meat,  for  example, 
feat  can  be  an  expensive  item  on  the  family  food  bill.     So  when  you  are  making  food 
plans  for  the  year,  you  need  advance  information  on  prices  and  supplies  of  meat. 
Ycu  can  plan  so  much  better  if  you  know  whether  meat  is  going  to  be  scarce  and  ex- 
pensive, or  plentiful  and  cheap.     If  you  live  on  a  farm,  you  want  to  know  whether 
you'll  save  by  raising  and  canning  and  curing  meat  for  your  household. 

If  only  somebody  would  tip  you  off  about  how  neat  is  going  to  be  in  1940.' 
Somebody  will.    Department  of  Agriculture  economists  are  just  getting  out  their 
annual  predictions  about  livestock  and  neat  in  1940.     These  predictions  are  es- 
pecially for  farmers  raising  livestock,  but  they  happen  to  be  helpful  tips  for 
-ousewives  also. 

In  general,  the  outlook  is  for  more  meat  on  the  market  next  year  and  for  more 
people  buying  meat.    Looks  as  if  supply  and  demand  would  balance  pretty  well  next 
year.    So  meat  prices  prooably  won't  change  a  great  deal  from  what  they've  been  this 
i*ear. 

More  meat  will  be  on  the  market  next  year  than  in  any  year  since  1924.  Pork 
nake  the  big  increase.     Supplies  of  beef  and  lamb  will  be  about  the  same  as  in 
^39.    Along  with  the  large  quantity  of  pork  coming  on  the  market  will  be  a  good 
kal  of  lard,  of  course.     Though  about  the  same  amount  of  beef  will  be  selling  next 
^ar,  nore  of  it  will  be  better-grade  beef. 

Ever  since  1937  meat  supplies  in  the  United  States  have  been  growing  larger. 
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You  probably  renenber  that  from  1935  through   '37  meat  wasn't  so  plentiful.     The  bad 
roughts  of  '34  and  '36  had  cut  down  feed  supplies.    And  farmers  can't  raise  meat 
ils  without  feed.    But  since  1937  livestock  in  this  country  has  been  building 
up,  and  more  and  more  meat  has  been  going  to  market.     So  next  year  the  markets  -./ill 
aave  more  meat  for  sale  than  they've  had  in  any  recent  year. 

And  people  probably  will  be  buying  more  meat.    People  always  buy  more  neat 
when  "business  picks  up  and  they  have  more  money.     That's  what  the  situation  next 
year  will  probably  be.     Industries  will  prooably  be  more  active,  families  will  have 
larger  incomes,  and  more  meat  will  appear  at  the  family  dinner  table.     Then,  too, 
foreign  countries  will  probably  be  buying  more  of  our  pork  and  lard  next  year. 

But  even  with  the  larger  shipments  of  pork  and  lard  to  foreign  countries  our 
Darkets  will  still  have  plentiful  supplies  of  meat  and  lard  for  use  in  this  country. 

As  you  might  expect,  we  won't  be  bringing  in  so  much  meat  and  livestock  from 
:_reign  countries  next  year.     Our  biggest  meat  import  from  abroad  in  recent  years 
-  been  canned  ham  from  Poland.    Needless  to  say,  the  European  war  has  stopped  im- 
porting of  Polish  ham.     We  have  also  been  buying  some  canned  beef  fro:.-  South  America. 
!'e'll  probably  continue  buying  this  in  about  the  same  quantities.    However,  if  Eng- 
land has  trouble  getting  her  supplies  of  South  American  beef  safely  across  the 
Mlantic,  we  may  buy  more  from  South  America  than  we  did  last  year. 

Now  as  for  livestock  imports,  they  won't  be  so  large  next  year  either.  Dur- 
-  1939  we  bought  considerable  livestock  from  Mexico.     During  1940  we  probably 
TOa  t buy  so  much.    And  we  won't  be  buying  so  much  cattle  from  Canada  either.  Since 
"~5  Canadian  ranges  have  improved  and  Canada  has  more  feed  for  cattle,  farmers  up 
tere  are  keeping  their  meat  animals  to  build  up  their  herds. 

Well,  that  gives  you  a  glimpse  of  what  the  meat  situation  in  1940  will  prob- 
ity te.    Now  let's  get  back  to  you  and  the  moat  for  your  family  in  1940.  Though 
i0re  Dia^  will  be  on  the  market  next  year,  prices  may  not  be  much  lower.     So  if  you  • 
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live  on  a  farm,  you'll  save  money  "by  producing  most  of  the  meat  for  your  own  table. 
Except  in  highly  specialized  farming  areas  where  you  can  use  your  land  more  profit- 
ably for  some  commercial  crop  you'll  save  by  producing  as  much  meat  and  other  food 
for  your  family  as  possible.     Many  faro  families  have  come  to  realize  this  in  recent 
years.    More  and  more  faro  families  own  pressure  canners  so  they  can  put  up  their 
ov/ri  .i.at  and  vegetables.     More  and  more  of  them  are  using  refrigerating  plants  and 
freezer  lockers  to  preserve  meat  and  other  food.     Farm  housewives  all  over  the  coun- 
try are  keeping  up  with  the  latest  methods  from  the  laboratories  for  raising  and 
preserving  their  own  food. 

This  is  all  to  the  good  of  your  budget.    And  it's  all  to  the  good  of  your 
family's  health  and  sat isf action  in  life.    As  a  group  farm  families  have  better 
~eals  and  are  better  nourished  than  families  in  cities  and  villages.     This  is  be- 
cause they  produce  so  much  of  their  own  food.     "Then  you  raise  your  own,  you  can 
afford  to  have  plenty  of  the  "protective  foods"  that  may  come  high  in  city  markets, 
ind  then,  nc  matter  how  the  wintry  winds  blow,  and  no  matter  how  low  the  cash  in  the 
family  pocketbook,  any  family  can  keep  pretty  happy  and  feel  pretty  secure  with  a 
well-stocked  larder  to  give  then  three  good  meals  a  day  for  the  months  ahead. 
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